Amos Background

I. The Man

A. His name means “Burden Bearer”

B. Nicknames

1. Backwoods prophet

2. Cowboy prophet

3. Salvation Army Prophet

C. Home town – Tekoa – (10 miles south of Jerusalem)

D. Occupation

1. Sheep breeder – 1:1

2. Herdsman – 7:14

3. Farmer – 7:14

E. Education

1. Mentions at least 38 towns and districts

2. Well aquainted with world history

II. The Ministry

A. Date – 755 BC. Approximately 

B. Uzziah (790-739) and Jeroboam II (786-746 or 793-753 BC) were rulers in the north and south.

III. The Message – Judgment

IV. Interesting Facts

A. He mentions an earth quake 1:1 (approximately 760 BC.)

B. Zechariah mentions this same earthquake (Zechariah 14:5)

C. He uses the phrase “for three … and four”

D. Assyria was the world power

E. Amos preached to a generation who had never known defeat.

F. Israel moved quickly during this time to being an urban country instead of a rural one.

G. There are 8 prophecies, 3 sermons, 5 visions, and 5 promises in this book.
